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Karana is a city-state of the ancient Mesopotamia during 19-18th century BC, 
which located present Telafar in the north of Iraq. In 1970s, some cuneiform tablets 
were excavated there. About two hundreds of them were the letters by Iltani the 
queen of Karana. On the translating and comprehending the letters, the article 
covered the queen Iltani’s social role and status in the family, politics and 
economics.  
The article is divided into three parts. 
 
Chapter One: Analysis in the aspect of family. Iltani was the supporter of her 
sibs, and the appointer of the slaves. In the relationship of man and wife, she was as 
an obedient role for her husband, the king of Karana. 
Chapter Two: Analysis in the aspect of politie-religion. In the affairs of politics 
and religion, Iltani was a very active one. 
Chapter Three: Analysis in the aspect of economics. Iltani participated in 
management of the social economy. She was the organizer and executor of the social 
production. 
 
Conclusion: Iltani, the queen of Karana, was not only “the wife of a King” in 
royal family, but also an important part of administration of the city-state. She had 
certain power on the affairs of family, politics and economics.  
 
The status of the Babylonian women is an important field of Assyriology. Large 
numbers of contracts and legal texts in Old Babylonian period could reflect the 
social situation of ordinary women, but the texts about upper-class women are rare. 
Iltani’s letters in this article will provide an important source for the study; as well 
Iltani, the queen of Karana, presents us a typical figure of the upper-class women 
during the Old Babylonian period. 
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图表 1：公元前 1800 年卡腊那地理位置 
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 关于这段历史叙述的较为详尽的是：Wu Yuhong,: A Political History of Eshnunna, Mari and Assyria during 
the Early Old Babylonian Period [M]. Changchun China: Institute of History of Ancient Civilizations Northeast 
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1970 年，斯蒂芬妮·戴雷在她的博士论文Old Babylonian Texts from Rimah
的一部分章节收录了部分当时 新的考古发掘成果卡腊那泥板。1973 年，戴雷
又发表了Old Babylonian Greetings Formulae and the Iltani Archive from Rimah，
对伊勒塔尼书信中的祝语进行了研究。此后，于 1976 年，戴雷等又出版了The 
Old Babylonian Tablets from Tell Al-Rimah①一书，该书对卡腊那出土的泥板文书
进行系统的整理和翻译。在以往研究的基础上，戴雷于 1977 年发表Old 
Babylonian Trade in Textiles at Tell al Rimah，对当时卡腊那的贸易情况进行研
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Concerning Ancient Mesopotamian Women’, AJSL, 1923 Vol.39: 187-194; F. Charles Fensham, ‘Widow, Orphan 
and the Poor in the Ancient Near Eastern Legal and Wisdom Literature’, JNES, 1962 Vol.21: 129-39; I. 
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Authority’, JESHO, 1986 Vol.24: 225-238; G.R. Driver, & J.C. Miles, The Babylonian Laws: Legal Commentary, 
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